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Having experienced the mildest winter on record, we are mid way 

through a very active and enjoyable second term in Newport NS. There’s 

always something new and exciting happening at school. All of the 

classes have contributed articles and photos which give you, as parents a 

snapshot of the variety of curriculum related activities which we do at 

school. 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

• Silver Circle draw 4: March 3rd & Final draw March 10th 2017 

• Staff Training Monday March 27th School will close for ALL PUPILS at 1pm 

• ‘Community Catwalk’ Fashion show this year is in aid of Newport NS.  It will 

take place on Friday April 7th in Hotel Newport. 

 

I.T. Investment 

We are conscious of teaching children in an ever changing technological world. 

This year the Board of Management has invested in upgrading our IT provision 

with the installation of an interactive screen in our new classroom. We have 

repaired and replaced old stock as new resources have become available to us 

to support the work carried out in the classroom. 

 

Technology in Newport NS 

In an interview with Brendan O’Connor in the Irish Independent last year, 

Taoiseach, Enda Kenny referenced the ground breaking work being done with 

non verbal children in Newport school through the use of RPM and technology. 

It is a great endorsement for Newport NS that new educational methodologies 

used in our school are promoted as good practice by the holder of very high 

office. Past pupil Fiacre Ryan is to feature in an RTE documentary on this 

innovative work which has unlocked Fiacre’s way of communicating with the 

world. We will text you in advance of the broadcast on National television. 

 

New school website 

Fiona Hopkins with the help of school staff has spearheaded the transition 

from our current website to a brand new fully interactive website. Fiona is 

populating the website with information and the BoM is working on updating 

different policies to reflect change in practice. I think you will all be delighted 

when the new look website is launched. Fiona has invested a considerable 

amount of time in ensuring that the website is a high quality window into 

Newport NS. She is very kind to use her talent and skill for the benefit of our 

school. 
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1st class at the Marine Institute 

Junior Infants herald the arrival of Spring! 
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2nd/4rd class 

learn about 

sound with 

string 

telephones! 

5th class enjoy World Book Day! 
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Internet Safety 

At home many children have access to Snapchat, Viber and are active 

members of various WhatsApp groups. Please ensure that you regularly view 

those interactions on your child’s device as a way of ensuring your child’s 

safety. We have received reports of children producing inappropriate video 

clips which are a source of potential danger. One example is of a child filming 

an event which they were dared to do by a group. Peer pressure can 

encourage a child to act in a way that they might otherwise not do. While we 

teach internet safety at school it appears that the greatest threat to safety is 

in the home environment. Webwise.ie might be a good place to open the 

conversation at home around internet safety. 

 

New building 

We believe that very positive learning outcomes will accrue to the school and 

community from our commitment to providing the best possible facilities and 

opportunities for our pupils. Newport has a great tradition of promoting sport 

and our new sports hall is available to community groups for use outside of 

regular school hours just as the GAP is made available to the public. During 

the Christmas break new floor markings were added for handball, indoor 

football and badminton. A very successful céilí was run in aid of the GAA in 

January. The hall also hosted a Christmas assembly, concerts, dark sky festival, 

Fete and numerous out-of-school gatherings. The board is committed to 

fundraising to complete landscaping on the Rosmore side of the school. 

 

Parent Association 

The parent association is very active supporting the school by hosting social 

events in the school and fundraising for school related projects. We had a 

lovely day on Shrove Tuesday when a core group of parents provided 

pancakes for over 200 hungry people. PA members have taken time off work 

and away from their families in order to provide a warm and welcoming 

environment in our school. We appreciate all their work and are thankful that 

a committed group of volunteers support the children so well. 

 

Open Evening 

We are grateful too for the involvement of the PA with our recent, successful 

open evening. Prospective parents enjoy hearing the experience of trusted 

parents who already have children enrolled in the school. Thank you all for the 

very responsible way you represent the school and highlight the varied and 

interesting curriculum we offer the children. Our professional staff very kindly 
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made themselves available to respond to queries and to showcase all that is 

good about our school. It is this commitment from community and school that 

ensures that our children benefit from the highest standards of education. We 

hosted parents of twenty three prospective infants for 2017. 

 

Sacraments 

Following intensive preparation by their teachers, Ms O Donnell, Ms Finnerty 

and Ms O’Malley, our fifth and sixth class pupils were confirmed by 

Archbishop, Michael Neary in Newport Church on Saturday February 11th . 

The sun shone and we had temperatures of 12 degrees. The children and their 

families were complimented on their respect and reverence during the 

ceremony.   

Fr. Tod and parents organised a series of ‘You shall be my Witness’ classes 

which were very well attended and enjoyed by everyone. 

 

Gaelic Football and Soccer. 

Thank you to Aisling Doherty, Máire McLoughlin and Brian McLoughlin who 

take pupils after school on Fridays and teach ball skills and train teams in 

advance of the various competitions. We really appreciate that they freely 

give of their time to promote active sports and encourage participation in 

team activities. We were delighted to be invited to play at half time in McHale 

Park for the first game of the league against Monaghan. 

Our soccer teams play a blitz in Westport on the 9th of March in the FAI 5-

aside competition. The gaelic season will start shortly. 

 

Scór 

Best of luck to the ballad group and the Grúpa Ceoil representing Newport N.S 

in Scór na bPáistí next Thursday, the 9th of March in Carnacon.  Ms 

McLoughlin’s Grúpa Ceoil will be playing two tunes, "The South Wind" and 

"Merrily Kiss the Quaker."  The ballad group have to sing two contrasting 

songs so they went with "Isle of hope, Isle of tears" and the Irish song "Peigín 

Leitir Móir."  They have been really busy rehearsing with Ms. Conlon for the 

competition even giving up their break time to rehearse!  Best of luck also to 

the set dancers representing the school and to Ava Sheridan in 6th class who 

is participating in the Sean nós dancing section.  

 

Clay Time in Senior Infants 

Senior Infants had great fun in Art using clay. We squeezed, pinched, pulled, 

rolled and made lovely animals with our clay.  
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Rehearsing for  

Scór na bPáistí 

Senior Infants’ Clay Time! 
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Pancake Day— all the children say a 

big THANK YOU To the Parent 

Association! 
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Readathon 

The annual Scholastic Book Fair took place in our new school hall in February. 

It is a very popular event and there is a great enthusiasm for browsing 

through and shopping for books. This year €2,890 was spent at the Book Fair 

which meant that the school received €1,734 commission in the form of free 

books. These books were shared throughout the school.  
 

The children always enjoy taking part in the book themed art competition. 

The standard was very high, so special thanks to the judges from Rang 6 who 

had the difficult job of choosing winners.  This year’s winners were  
 

Ms Noonan’s class:    Melanie Jordan  

Ms Crowley’s class:    Cari Brady 

Ms Cheatle’s class:    Ellie May Reilly 

Mr Gallagher’s class:    Nina Slok  

Ms Forrestal’s class:    Hannah Sheehy 

Ms O Donnell’s class:    Katie Hart  

Ms O Malley/ Ms Finnerty’s class:  Abbey Mohan  
 

Thank you to all the parents and children who helped make the Book Fair 

2017 a great success. 

 

Trip to Marine Institute 

First class had a wonderful day at the Marine Institute in Furnace on 

Wednesday 1st of March.  We had the opportunity to see salmon at various 

life stages – salmon eggs, salmon that are one year old and adult salmon.  

We learned how the salmon are tagged so that they can be tracked and 

information can be gathered about their journeys.  We discovered that these 

clever fish swim from Lough Furnace out to Clew Bay, all the way across the 

Atlantic ocean to Greenland and then most incredibly find their way back to 

Lough Furnace once more. 

We visited the weather station where every day records are kept of the 

sunshine, rainfall, temperature and wind speeds.  In the laboratory we were 

able to work as scientists, examining little creatures under the microscope 

and testing water samples from the nearby lake.  We also were able to 

handle fish that had been caught such as squid, John Dory, blue mouth, three 

bearded rockling, cuckoo ray and crab. 

It was a very enjoyable day and a special word of thanks to all the staff of the 

Marine Institute who made us feel so welcome and were so willing to answer 

all our questions. 
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Busy times in 2nd/3rd Class! 

2nd and 3rd class learned all about sound. They investigated how sound travels 

through air, water and solids and then made their own string telephones. 

 

2nd and 3rd class are currently being taught by Mr. Madden who is on teaching 

placement from Hibernia College. This week they learned all about the tradition 

of making pancakes in different countries around the world and took part in a 

pancake flipping relay race!  

 

World Book Day 

For World Book Day, Fifth class posed as characters from the Tom Gates books, 

The Cat in the Hat, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The Twits, Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid and Fantastic Mr Fox.  It really helped to bring the books to life! 

 

Opening Times and Safety 

Safety notice- Safety is enhanced for all when you safely escort your child to and 

from the car park in the morning and in the evening.  

The school opens to receive pupils each morning at 9:20am.  Supervision is 

provided from 9:10am by one teacher and one SNA, under the colonnade of the 

new hall.  No responsibility is accepted by the Board of Management for pupils 

arriving before that time.  Please ensure that you see an adult staff member in 

the yard before driving off and leaving your child.  Class Assembly time is from 

9:20 to 9:40am and formal lessons begin at 9:40am.  No pupil should arrive any 

later than 9:30am., as it can be a source of embarrassment for the child. 

Classes end each day for Infants at 2pm and for all other children at 3pm.  

Parents of infants meet their children at the classroom door and the other 

children are met in the school yard.   

We are governed by the Education Welfare Act and all absences are recorded.  

Children are prone to childhood illnesses and regularly need to be cared for at 

home.  Please send a note explaining each absence.  Should your child miss in 

excess of twenty days, we are obliged to inform the National Education Welfare 

Board (Tusla).  We ask you to ensure that your child arrives at the school at 

9:20am as the admittance of all children together cuts down on the disruption to 

the class.  Should your child get delayed, a note is sufficient to explain what has 

happened.  There is no need to interrupt the class at that point. 

 

Child Protection 

All concerns regarding the safety of children are dealt with by Bríd Chambers 

(DLP—Designated Liaison Person) or, in her absence, by Bríd McAuley. 
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Weather- Uniform 

Please ensure that you send your child to school wearing a coat as the children 

will play outside during breaks. Some children will need to buy black shoes for 

their uniform during the Easter break. We have noticed that older children are 

not all complying with uniform policy.  

 

As many senior children will be representing their school for the school tour, 

sporting events and competitions in the final term it is important that the full 

school is worn. Replacement ties are available from Fiona at all times. Children 

wear a plain, navy pant for PE as branded clothing is not allowed. All items of 

uniform are widely available at low cost from the usual suppliers. We would like 

to see the best turned out children in our Best Kept School! 

 

 

 

 

New school 

website 

coming soon! 


